
Jane’s Walk 2021 Festival! 
 
Sunday 22nd August 
 

Morning 
 WALK 1: Sunday Traders: capturing Colchester’s streets – we are a mixed group of 

photography-loving folk who’ve been getting together since Jane’s Walk 2017 to try a 
capture something of the quirkier side of street life in local towns & villages. Join us for a 
very informal walk and talk with cameras or mobile phones. All welcome - no particular 
experience necessary. Opportunity to share pictures afterwards. With Chrissie, Rowena, 
Ben, Kate, Ron and Gordon! 
Meet: 10.30 am, Firstsite entrance/foyer, Lewis Gardens (2.5 hrs) 
 

Afternoon 
 WALK 2: The Rise and Fall of Public Rights of Way (PRoW) - 2026 will mark the end 

of a 25-year countdown, set in motion by the 2000 Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 
for registering or potentially losing forever many footpaths not currently recorded as 
PRoW.  Learn more as you walk about this critical issue and how we can all help in the 
fight to save them. With Robert Johnstone. 
Meet: 2.30pm, High Woods Country Park Visitor Centre (2 hrs) 

 
Friday 27th August 
 

Evening 
 WALK 3: A Romp Through History – Unique Features and Astounding Facts 

From Hollywood to Rome and New York to Olympia, Colchester has incredible features 
that are unique in Europe and others that will amaze and amuse you.  ‘You never knew 
that!’ And now you will! With Max Fox. 
Meet: 5.30pm, in the garden of the Minories Gallery - High Street (1.5 hrs) 

 
Saturday 28th August 

 
Morning 
 WALK 4: A walk up to Together We Grow (CIC), at the Big Garden - and back! 

A walk up to Together We Grow at the Big Garden, Colchester's beautiful community 
garden, nestled in Highwoods Country Park. We'll wander through Bull Meadow and 
Highwoods, then explore the garden and orchard and meet some of the volunteers. 
There'll be time for a cup of tea or coffee (brewed in our Kelly kettles) and maybe the odd 
bean to pick...  
With Clare Smee. 
Meet: 9.30am. At the yellow bridge (Riverside, just beyond lower Castle Park exit by the 
outdoor gym (2.5 hrs).  
 

 WALK 5: An ancient route to Copford Church. 
Travel through time: follow a route first trod thousands of years ago. Around Gravel Pits 
Wood, across Copford Plains, to the Church with its fabulous 12th-century wall paintings 
and Romanesque apse. With David Knock and Claire Macaulay 
Meet: 11.00 am, Copford Village Hall, CO6 1BX (2.5 hrs) 
 

Afternoon 
 WALK 6: Colchester Quaker History Trail 

A walk around sites in central Colchester associated with the Quakers from 17th Century 
to the present. With Rosalind Kaye. 
Meet: 3.00pm, Minories café/garden, High Street.    

 



 
 
Sunday 29th August 
 

Morning  

 CYCLE 7: A Jane’s Cycle around the Colchester Orbital – a chance to test out this great 
new circular route at a leisurely cycling pace. With Liam Hendry and friends of the Orbital. 
Booking not necessary, but helpful if you can (email info@walkcolchester.org.uk). 
Meet: 10.30am Bike Kitchen, back of 15 Queen St, adj. Curzon Cinema (approx. 14m; 2.5 hrs) 
 

 WALK 8: Weans Walk Wild in Wellies in Wivenhoe Woods 

Go wild and enjoy games and activities with a Forest School leader. Children of all ages up to 
11 yrs. accompanied by an adult. Booking not necessary.  
With Jean Quinn. 
Meet: 10.30am. Wivenhoe Railway Station car park CO7 9DJ (2.5 hrs)   
   

Afternoon 
 WALK 9: A Curious History of Colchester in Twelve Acts 

Join Dorian Kelly on one of his iconic Janes Walks, part street theatre part gentle stroll 
around the town centre. Contains poetry, song and some strange people. Accessible to all. 
Meet: 2.00pm, Colchester Arts Centre CO1 1NF (3 hrs) 
 

 WALK 10: Safeguarding the Hythe - a walk looking at the issues the Hythe Task force are 
currently facing, as they fight for the future interests of this important historical area of the 
town.  Local social and political issues, with some history thrown in! With Belinda Baker. 
Meet: 2.30pm, St Leonard’s Church (2.5 hrs) 
 

 
Monday 30th August 
 

Evening 
 WALK 11: A Tree-mendous walk with Pauline - a beautiful walk through the historic 

Bourne valley and cemetery arboretum; looking at the flora of the valley and the magnificent 
trees of Colchester cemetery. With Pauline Cooke. 
Meet: 5.30pm. Bourne Mill (2 hrs).   
 
While you’re there… 
Download the Bourne Valley Audio Trail for more about the wildlife and history of the valley 
and its characters (meet the Miller’s daughter, a medieval botanist, and Brother Jerome from 
St John’s Abbey!): www.visitcolchester.com/bournevalley 

 
Tuesday 31st August 
 

Morning 
 WALK 12: Level Best - Social Stomp!  

We are a social enterprise project working with 60 adults with learning disabilities within 
Essex (www.dacontrust.co.uk). Take a social stomp with us through the history of Level Best: 
our allotment, volunteer sites, art cafe and new building! Followed by refreshments back at 
Level best Art Cafe for all walkers. 
With Artist Cornelia van Helfteren, Colin McAllister and Level Best trainees. 
Meet: 10am. Level Best Art Café, Culver St East, nr junction with Queen St (2.5 hrs).       
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Wednesday 1st September 
 

Morning and Evening 
 WALK 13: An Oak Tree Walk Through Castle Park’  

(Note: this walk is repeated twice) 
There are nine different types of Oak Tree in Castle Park, we will visit each of them and 
learn a bit about them. I have been inspired to lead these walks following the sad death of 
Christopher Howard who so knowledgeably and enthusiastically led groups (including me) 
around the trees of our park for a number of years. 
With Diana Hargrave 
Meet: 10.30am or 5.30pm, inside the park gates at Museum Street entrance (1.5 hrs). 
Access: note, two trees are accessed via a path with some steps. Please be in touch to 
discuss as necessary. 
 
Please note: places are limited to 12 participants per walk (this walk only). TO BOOK, 
please email dianaharg@yahoo.co.uk with your name and a contact email or tel. no. 
 

 
 
Some notes for all walks 
 
All walks and events are FREE and OPEN TO ALL. Walk times approximate. Please see 
website/Facebook for further for information on walk accessibility (www.walkcolchester.org.uk). 
Or call Rowena Macaulay to discuss (07710 474999) 
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